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Benefit Risk Assessment

Activity: Tree Climbing
	Activity: Tree Climbing


	Location: Braeside Park, Bush Kinder Site

	Date of assessment: Implemented from March 2017
	Date of revision: September 2017 – or as required.

	Benefits of the activity: Fun, allows children to challenge themselves and to develop self-risk assessing skills, children develop an awareness of some of the hazards related to tree climbing, children will develop and improve physical motor skills, children will develop self confidence and self esteem which leads to increased emotional and physical wellbeing, develop group awareness and cooperation, children will develop an awareness of seasonal changes and the changes brought on by different weather, develop awareness of the characteristics of trees such as branches, bark, textures, seeds, fruit

	Hazards identified:
Debris on the bush/garden floor

Dead wood in tree canopy and dead branches in climbing area

Slippery surfaces

Drop heights

Protruding branches/sticks


	Precautions/Control measures:
Inform children of trip hazard and possible risk to allow self-evaluation. Remove where appropriate and children can’t access severity of risk.

Remove dead wood if appropriate and/or avoid the hazard area. Raise awareness of possible fragility of wood.

Raise children’s awareness of the hazard and allow self-evaluation. Support children in evaluating weather conditions.

Allow children to self-risk assess and judge own ability. Monitor landing location and involve children in removing serious hazards or change landing location. Support children where requested. 

Remove serious hazards children will not be aware of through consultation with children allowing them to evaluate and self-risk assess.
	Who/When:
Educators & children
Ongoing

Educators & children
Ongoing

Educators & children
Ongoing

Educators & children
Ongoing

Educators & children
Ongoing
	Risk Ass (matrix)
after precautions
Low

Low – Moderate

Low

Low – Moderate

Low - Moderate

	Venue and safety information attached: Yes/No

Comments: Bush Kinder site is risk assessed by educators before an excursion and closely monitored after a storm. Hazards are monitored. Regular excursion – refer to Bush Kinder specific policies.

	Notes: Review assessment 1. Annually, 2. After an incident, 3. After a major change Monitor effectiveness of control measures and adjust if necessary.

	Assessment – 

prepared by: Gina Courtney in consultation with: Beck Cowley & Joanna Holland, 5/09/2016

Reviewed and revised: September 2016 for implementation in 2017.


Risk Matrix

	
	Insignificant
	Minor
	Moderate
	Major
	Catastrophic

	Almost certain
	Moderate
	High
	High
	Extreme
	Extreme

	Likely
	Moderate
	Moderate
	High
	Extreme
	Extreme

	Possible
	Low
	Moderate
	High
	High
	Extreme

	Unlikely
	Low
	Low
	Moderate
	High
	High

	Rare
	Low
	Low
	Low
	Moderate
	High
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