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BUSH KINDER RISK ASSESSMENT (2017)
Committee members and staff have developed this document and it is to be monitored and updated regularly. We are keen to incorporate any ideas, suggestions or concerns not already addressed in the risk assessment.

Please contact the Bush Kinder Representatives, Ellie Joyce and Joanna Holland by sending an email to koalas@elonerapreschool.com.au or discuss/email our Director Gina Courtney at gravensdale@elonerapreschool.com.au 

Bush Kindergarten Program Details:

Program:


Elonera Bush Kinder (off-site parkland-based kinder program, Thursday session)




Braeside Park, Lower Dandenong Road.
Responsible Staff in Charge: 
Ellie Joyce & Joanna Holland

Times:


Thursday morning session 8.30am – 12.15pm

Emergency Contact:
Mobile: 0478 667 500

(Bush kinder staff will carry emergency contact details for all children during the program)
	Hazard Identified
	Existing Control Measures
	Risk Assessment Rating (use matrix)
	Treatment

	Describe the risk event cause/s and consequences eg, something occurs...caused by...leading to...
	Describe any existing policy, procedure, practice or device to minimise particular risk.
	Effectiveness of existing controls
	Risk consequence
	Risk likelihood
	Overall rating
	For those risks requiring treatment in addition to the existing controls.

List:

What will be done:

Who is accountable:

When will it happen?

	
	EXISTING CONTROLS HAVE BEEN PART OF THE DEVELOPMENT IN THE BUSH KINDER PROGRAM, SELECTION OF SITE, AND THE PLANNED RUNNING OF THE WEEKLY SESSION.
	
	
	
	
	A MAJORITY OF THESE TREATMENTS ARE REACTIVE MITIGATION. RESPONSIBILITY FOR THEIR IMPLEMENTATION RESTS WITH THE KINDER TEACHERS ON SITE AT THE TIME OF BUSH KINDER SESSIONS.

(assisted as below).

	
Dog bite
	Dog Safety Awareness program

completed by all children in Term 1.

Staff providing ongoing reinforcement

of key points.

Protocol established for Kinder staff to

Be on alert for ‘dogs off lead’ and to alert staff and children if a dog is in range. Staff to ensure children follow appropriate procedure –
· Stand still

· Arms by side

· Look down

Staff to manage controlled and supervised interactions with dogs where appropriate.
Signage displayed to alert park users of

Bush Kinder Program in progress.
	Unknown
	Moderate
	Unlikely
	Low
	· Staff to remain vigilant concerning presence of dogs and other animals.

· Follow First Aid procedures
· Call parent/carer

· Complete Incident Report

                  and notify DET

	Insect bite/sting

Ingestion of or reaction

to plant/other material
	Protective clothing/education of

children as part of the Bush Kinder

Program.

Stocked First Aid Kit and operational

mobile phone carried at all times.

Allergy information requested from

parents as per normal preschool

procedure.

Carry Emergency Action Plans and Epipens/Asthma Medication for relevant

children. Use of repellent approved by

parents/committee.
	satisfactory
	Minor
	Possible
	Moderate
	· First Aid

· Call ambulance if severe

                  reaction.

· Call parents/carers.

· Inform parents whose

                  children are not  

                  appropriately dressed.

	Child fall from tree
	Adult/child ratio and constant supervision

Educate children about risk-taking

Stocked First Aid Kit and operational mobile phone to be carried at all times

First Aid trained staff – Level 2
	Satisfactory
	Moderate
	Unlikely
	Moderate
	· First Aid

· Call ambulance if applicable

· Call parents/carers
· Complete Incident Report
· Notify DET
· Contact our insurer for

                  advice (liability and claims

                  management)

	Child/Staff hit by

tree/branch resulting

in broken limb or

other serious injury
	Council tree audit and pruning

Stocked First Aid Kit and operational mobile phone to be carried at all times

First Aid Trained staff-level 2
	Satisfactory
	Moderate - Major
	Unlikely
	Moderate
	· Visual examination of Bush

                  Kinder site prior to each                  

                  session by staff.

· First Aid

· Call ambulance if applicable

· Call Parent/carers

· Complete Incident Report

· Notify DET
· Contact our insurer for

                  advice (liability/claims

                  management)

	Child getting lost
	Adult/child ratio and constant supervision.

Program planning, selection of appropriate location and familiarising the children with the reserve.
Familiarising the children with boundary

limits of Bush Kinder site/s.

High visibility clothing with Bush Kinder mobile phone number attached – provided by kinder.
Prior to participation in the Bush Kinder

program, children to be taught procedure if lost – stay in one place (do not move) and call out for help.
	Unknown
	Major
	Rare
	Moderate
	· Familiarise children with Bush Kinder area and environment
· Call Police

· • Call parents/carers

	Child being hit by vehicle
	Adult/child ratio and constant supervision.

Educate children about road safety and identify areas where cars may be a hazard. Dog Safety Awareness program

completed by all children in Term 1.

Staff providing ongoing reinforcement

of key points.
	Satisfactory
	Major
	Rare
	Moderate
	· Follow first aid procedure

· Call ambulance

· Co-operate with emergency services

· Remove other children from environment

· Request additional assistance from available staff or committee members

· Organise de-brief counselling for staff, parents and children as necessary.



	Sunburn/Heat

Exposure/Extreme

weather Conditions
	Monitor weather conditions ahead of each week’s session.
Stocked First Aid Kit and operational mobile phone carried at all times.
First Aid trained staff – Level 2

Protective Clothing

Bush Kinder conducted in shady areas or

shade cover erected

Children bring water bottles and extra water provided

Apply Preschool Sunsmart policy

Sunscreen to be applied by parents prior to arrival at Bush Kinder and reapplied if

necessary by staff. Parents briefed on

clothing appropriate to weather conditions.
	Satisfactory
	Minor
	Unlikely
	Low
	· Cancel session if extreme

                  weather conditions are

                  forecast/considered to

                  hazardous

· Inform parents whose children are not appropriately dressed

                  and explain compliance is

                  necessary to participate in          

                  the Bush Kinder Program.

· The Preschool reserves the

                  right to ask parents to take

                  child home and dress in

                   appropriate clothing                  

                   before returning to the        

                   Bush Kinder.

	Stranger Interference
	Adult/child ratio and constant supervision

Protocol established for Kinder staff to

Model appropriate interactions with other users of the reserve and to limit contact with other parties that could disrupt the program.

Signage displayed to alert reserve users of Bush Kinder Program in progress

High visibility clothing-Bush Kinder Program identifiers supplied to staff, children and adult helper.
	Satisfactory
	Major
	Rare
	Moderate
	· Familiarise children with safety program – only

                  talk to known adults               

                  identified as part of the                 

                  Bush Kinder Program.
· Call police

· Call parents/carers

·  Notify DET

	Plan Prepared by :

Communicated to:

Venue and safety

Information attached
	Gina Courtney
All attending adults and

Management Committee

Yes / No

Comment if needed:
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Reminder: Monitor the effectiveness of controls and change if necessary.
