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Elonera Preschool

Bush Kinder Program

2017
Parent Handbook

The Bush Kinder Vision for the Elonera Preschool is to create:
· A community with a closer connection with nature

· A community that values and participates in nature based activities more regularly

· A healthier and more environmentally aware community 

· A well connected and cohesive community 

· Creative, independent and resilient children

Why Bush Kinder

At Elonera Preschool we believe in the importance of nature and outside play in a child’s learning and development. Numerous studies also support the need for children to spend time outside in nature.

Children are natural learners. Bush Kinder, held at Braeside Park, will provide your children with the ideal learning environment: time and space to play in a natural setting, materials provided by nature and their own interests and enjoyment spurring them on in their learning.  They will have the opportunity to play in the rain and the mud, roll on the wet grass, manipulate sticks, find insects, birds, animals and plants that engage their interest, use natural materials in creative ways, explore their understanding of the natural world, climb trees, expand their knowledge and hone their skills, and share these experiences with their friends, parents and teachers. Bush Kinder will be a special part of your child’s total kinder experience.
Each child’s developmental progression, advancing skill levels and particular interests will be noted by their teachers. The teachers will use this knowledge to support the children’s learning (just as they do at kinder). Teachers will support children as they take considered risks and face challenges essential to well- rounded learning. Stories will be told, knowledge will be shared, songs will be sung, and fun will be had.
Through play the children will connect with and grow to respect and love this natural environment. They will connect with their land in a way that cannot be done under a roof or within walls.
Location

Bush Kinder Home Base: Braeside Park
This site has been chosen as it gives a comfortable area for children to explore and get to know through the seasons. It provides clear lines of sites with natural boundaries easily identified by staff, children and volunteers. It also offers opportunity to expand into different environments when the group wishes to explore just the bit further but provides a known “safe” place for the children to return to.

Parking Area
There is ample street parking at the swallow car park area (entering from Lower Dandenong Road).  

DROP OFF:

Parents/Guardians need to ensure they:

· Take their child to the ‘base meeting point’ located in the Federation Picnic Area and wait for the session to begin. All children will assemble here until most children have arrived and the Bush Kinder session formally commences.

· Sign the child in and record the time of arrival.

· Place child’s bag/backpack with change of clothes, water bottle/food in this designated area.

PICK UP:

Parents/Guardians need to ensure they:

· Sign the child out using the attendance book and record the time.

· Ensure the staff are aware that they have collected their child.

· Are mindful of not distracting/speaking with staff until all of the children have been collected.

· Are responsible for the supervision of the child once signed out, while still at the Bush Kinder site.

· Collect the child’s belongings (bag, water, hat etc)

Please refer to the Bush Kinder Delivery and Collection of Children Policy (Bush Kinder Specific) and the Preschool Policy for Delivery and Collection of Children for full procedures relating to collection by authorized person, late collection and late collection fees.

Session overview

Prior to the commencement of each session, teachers will scan the bush space for safety and new areas of potential interest. Each Bush Kinder session will begin with a group meeting with the teachers, children and parent helpers.

The children will then be free to engage in play within the boundaries of the Bush Kinder site. During session times, the children will be gathered together to sit and chat, eat a snack and have a drink. The children will then be free to re-engage in play until the session concludes.

Staff

Staff in attendance will be Ellie and Jo, both of whom are very excited about the bush kinder program. Two staff members will be in attendance at all times – this will give a staff ratio of 1:11 for the sessions. We will also have a Parent Helper roster in place asking for one adult helper per Bush Kinder session to ensure staff, children and helpers are comfortable and confident in the surrounds. This will then achieve an adult to child ration of 1:8.

Participation

To participate in this program, Parents/Guardians must complete a ROUTINE EXCURSION FORM for their child/children. This form must be returned to the kindergarten prior to the first session of Term 2. Forms will be distributed to families during Term 1.
Communication

Parent/Guardians: always have your mobile phone turned on and with you, during the Bush Kinder session so that you are easily contactable.
Please enter the following relevant numbers to your phone:

Contacts for Bush Kinder during Bush Kinder sessions:

	
	Mobile number

	Certified Supervisor: Ellie Joyce
	0478 667 500

	Certified Supervisor: Joanna Holland
	0478 667 500


Contacts for Elonera Preschool 

	Preschool - Director
	Gina Courtney 
	0403 217 372

	President 
	Lucinda Salmon
	0438 825 519

	Licensee
	Elonera Preschool  - Committee of Management
	9580 2193


Important Information:

	Kindergarten website address:
	www.elonerapreschool.com.au

	Kindergarten email address:
	elonera.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

	Kindergarten mobile number:
	0478 667 500


Attendance
When shouldn’t my child attend?

We ask that Parents/Guardians are diligent and exercise their own judgement in assessing whether it is appropriate for their children to attend Bush Kinder. Children should not attend Bush Kinder if they are ill, excessively tired or if a Parent/Guardian is concerned about their well-being due to forecast weather conditions.

Others in attendance:

To ensure our preschool children are given freedom to play and engage with nature, we ask that adults are respectful of their space at all times. Parents/Guardians are always welcome to stay and be involved in sessions, and are asked to indicate their intention to stay at the commencement of the session.

Siblings:

To ensure full supervision of the preschool children, and the smooth running and integrity of the Bush Kinder experience, we ask that families are responsible for supervising any siblings that attend.
Parent/Guardian/Family Member helpers:

Helpers are required each session, and at times extra helpers may be required for the safe running of the session. You will be required to sign into our visitors sheet at all times you are in attendance at Bush Kinder.  All helpers must be clearly identified at all times by wearing an ID lanyard and a Bush Kinder visibility vest (provided by the preschool). Helpers remain under the direct supervision of the Lead Teacher at all times throughout the session and are expected to follow direction. Parents/Gaurdians, Carers and Grandparents are encouraged to volunteer to assist with sessions, including set up, pack up and to provide extra adult supervision where required as identified by staff.

Fees

The existing fee structure of the preschool covers the cost of this program.
Late Collection Fee Policy

Parents/Guardians are asked to be at the Bush Kinder site on time for collection of their child. Staff members are not paid to care for children after the end of each session. Late collection fees apply if Parents/Guardians arrive late for collection of a child, as per the Elonera Preschool Late Collection Fee Policy.
Toilets

Parents/Guardians are requested to encourage children to use the toilet prior to arriving at the Bush Kinder session.Staff will attend to any children requiring assistance. 
Medications

Parents/Guardians of children with allergies or asthma must ensure they discuss their emergency plans with staff prior to commencing the first session. Staff will take individual children’s ‘allergy buddy’ packs containing their medication and  Action Plan, to each Bush Kinder sessions. These will be stored in the teacher’s medical/first aid backpack at all times. Teachers will carry any required auto-immune injection devices (epi-pens) on their persons in a carry bag at all times. Staff will not administer paracetamol, ibuprofen or antibiotics to children attending Bush Kinder.

Training and awareness sessions

In Term 1 sessions will be run at the preschool as part of the Bush Kinder Orientation for staff and children in dog awareness and road safety. Where a need is identified, further training will be carried out if and when required. All staff current Level 2 First, CPR, Asthma and Anaphylaxis Management Certificates. 

Sessions

Bush Kinder sessions will be running on Thursday mornings during Term 2 and Term 3.

	Terms 2 & 3

	Koala Group
	8:30am - 12.15pm


Session Cancellations

Bush Kinder Session cancellation

Bush Kinder sessions may be cancelled ahead of time due to extreme weather or other circumstances. In this instance, a NORMAL KINDER SESSION will be held at the preschool.
However, if during a Bush Kinder session, there is a need for us to evacuate or there is an emergency, parents will be notified to collect their child and take them home. There will be no session at kinder.

Sessions may be cancelled ahead of time, at short notice or during a session, in the following circumstances.

	REASON FOR CANCELLATION


	NOTIFICATION
	CONTACT PERSON



	Staff absence
	Facebook or Messagebird evening before/ or morning

of session
	Nominated Bush

Kinder Rep.



	Extreme Weather


	Facebook & Messagebird evening before/or morning of session
	Nominated Bush

Kinder Rep.



	Sudden Extreme

Weather


	Messagebird
	Staff at Bush Kinder site


	Emergency Evacuation
	Messagebird
	Staff at Bush Kinder Site


NOTE: If on arrival in the morning, Bush Kinder is not set up on site, this means that the session has been cancelled and a normal session will be run at the preschool. Where the group has been evacuated or relocated, the Messagebird notification to Parents/Guardians will specify the location for pick-up.

Weather

Weather information will be posted on the Elonera Preschool Facebook page by 6pm on the day prior to the session and updated by 8.00am the day of the session and will notify if a session is cancelled. If a session is unable to go ahead at Braeside Park, the session will be held at the Preschool, 85 Davey Street, Parkdale – usual session times.

This information will be obtained from the Bureau of Meteorology

website: hhtp://www.bom.gov.au/vic/forecasts
Clothing

Parents/guardians are required to determine appropriate clothing based on the weather forecast, appropriate to their child’s Bush Kinder session time.

Children will be unable to attend a Bush Kinder session if they have arrived with inappropriate clothing and without suitable clothing to change into.

It is important that Bush Kinder participants wear appropriate and

protective clothing and footwear which:
· Allows children to move freely and undertake activities such as climbing, balancing, running;

· Keeps children warm/cool according to the weather;

· Protects children from the damaging effects of the sun, UV rays in warm weather and high UV conditions. Parents are responsible for applying sunscreen to their child before the start of the session;

· Prevents sunburn, bites, scratches and stings. (Even in warm weather, long sleeve tops and long pants are recommended – this clothing should be loose fitting and light);
· Where possible clothing should be made of natural fabrics which allow the body to breathe and is comfortable against the skin;

· Footwear needs to be enclosed, flexible and allow safe climbing and balance on uneven surfaces;

· Provide Waterproof garments which are light rainproof suit worn over clothing, which includes a jacket with a hood, and pants or overalls, which zip up over clothing.

The following table provides examples of recommended clothing, clothing which is not recommended and unacceptable clothing:

	
	Warm Weather
	Cold Weather / Rain



	Recommended

clothing and

footwear


	Light loose fitting long sleeve tops and long pants, broad brimmed or legionnaires hat*, closed toe shoes
	Waterproofs, long pants, long sleeved top, beanie, waterproof gloves, gumboots, thermals in very cold weather

	Not recommended
	short sleeved tops, long skirts or dresses, shorts
	Skirts, dresses (incompatible with waterproofs)

	Unacceptable

clothing and

footwear


	Open toe shoes, sandals,

thongs, crocs, singlet tops


	Non-waterproof clothing.

[waterproofs on top of non waterproof clothing is acceptable].


* Legionnaires hats will be provided by Elonera Preschool during periods defined by our Sun Protection Policy. 

Change of clothes: All children participating in Bush Kinder are required to bring a change of clothes and footwear as these may become wet and muddy. It is recommended that the spare clothing include:

· Spare top and bottoms of appropriate thickness/weight for the weather on the day

· Spare underpants (and singlet in winter)

· 2 pairs of socks

· 1 pair of gumboots during cold weather (it is not recommended that gumboots are worn at all times due to the restriction of movement they impose).

· The Bush Kinder “on site kit” will contain minimal spare clothing.

Please ensure all clothing is clearly named.
Sunscreen: On high UV days, please ensure that you apply sunscreen prior to the session commencing.

Identification clothing: All children will be provided with High Visibility vests bearing the logo of Elonera Preschool to be worn over their clothes. This clearly identifies them as belonging to the preschool and makes them clearly visible to the supervising adults. All children will also be provided with a legionnaires hat during warmer weather which will also identify the child as belonging to the preschool. 
What else to bring:
· Water: Each child is to have a named bottle of fresh water for each session. There will be access to drinking water to supplement this when required. ALL participants onsite at Bush Kinder are required to have a water bottle.

· Food: Each child is to bring a snack in a sealed container. The usual recommendations apply to the snack – healthy foods please. We suggest “nude food” (non-packaged food) in consideration of the environment. Please also consider food allergy precautions when selecting items to include.

· Footprint: The only thing we want to leave at Braeside Park is our footprints-please always take away with you what you brought in. Parents/Guardians and children are asked not to bring toys along to Bush Kinder to better enable children to engage in the natural surrounds. We will also be taking away nothing but our experiences and memories.

Risk Benefit and Assessment Register

Extensive risk evaluation will be carried out and along with benefit analysis, will be an ongoing and continual part of the program. We ask that all participating families of the Bush Kinder program be actively involved in this process through feedback, response and discussion. Parents/Guardians are encouraged to provide ongoing feedback at all times, and are asked to provide positive comments and raise concerns and queries as soon as they arise. All families involved in the program will be formally surveyed towards the end of Term 3.
Further policies and regulations

The Bush Kinder is conducted as part of the Elonera Preschool program and therefore is governed by the Regulations and Procedures of the Preschool in accordance with the DET Regulations. Due to locations and environmental factors, variations to policy have been identified and different procedures created which are specific to the Bush Kinder program to ensure the safety and well-being of all children, staff and volunteers involved in the program. We ask Parents/Guardians to view the policies regarding Bush Kinder which are available on our website and at the Preschool in order to gain a full understanding of the responsibilities of Elonera Preschool Committee, Staff, Parents/Guardians and volunteer Helpers.
Full Policy documents are available for review in the foyer of the Preschool in a folder entitled Bush Kinder Policies and Procedures.
• Delivery and collection of Children
• Dog Awareness
• Emergency evacuation

• Extreme weather

• Identification and visibility

• Play benefit and risk

• Protective clothing

Please contact the Preschool if you have any questions or concerns:

elonera.kin@kindergarten.vic.gov.au

Emergency Evacuation

There are times that have been identified that may require Bush Kinder participants to evacuate to a safer location to ensure the safety and well-being of the group. In this event, Bush Kinder staff will notify parents via Messagebird. Parents are asked to familiarise themselves with the designated safe areas and assembly points as detailed in the emergency maps.

The reasons for relocating include, but are not limited to: Fire; missing child; aggressive dog off lead; other animal intruders; uninvited person threatening, causing nuisance or unease for staff and participants; natural events such as extreme weather, floods, severe winds or thunderstorms; medical emergency or accident.

It is important to note that POLICE and FIRE BRIGADE personnel outrank the educators in any emergency procedure and Bush Kinder participants would follow the directions of such emergency services.

In the event of the need for an Emergency Evacuation families will be advised by broadcast Messagebird of specific Assembly Point for collection of their child/children. 

It is highly unlikely that any of the identified risks or events will eventuate, however it is our responsibility to ensure that the appropriate policies and procedures are in place in the unlikely event that something should occur.
